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“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of Mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, 

which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 

beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 

And every one that heareth these sayings of Mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 

man, which built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds 

blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.” (Matthew 7:24-27) 

Where is your hope, entering 2021? Is it in the blank canvas of a calendar or planner, because 
you are more than ready to put the number 2020 behind you? Is it in your New Year’s  
resolutions for personal and/or business growth for the next twelve months? These tools can be 
helpful but, ultimately, they are like building your foundation on the sand. 

Or is your hope rooted in the same source as it was on December 31, 2019, when you had very 
little idea of what the year 2020 might bring? For believers young and old, our constant hope 
ought to be in the Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace throughout the year (Isaiah 9:6 is not 
only for Christmas!). Build your foundation for the upcoming 365 days on the rock—Jesus. 

One of my father’s favorite hymns is “The Solid Rock,” and it has become a favorite of mine, 
too. I was intrigued to learn the history behind the author, Edward Mote, particularly because 
his story can be traced back to his childhood. He was born in 1797 to parents who were not  
religious. Edward Mote said this of his upbringing: “So ignorant was I that I did not know there 
was a God. My Sundays were spent on the streets (of London) in play.”  

As I read this man’s story, I could not help but think of children in our county who we meet in 
parks and on sidewalks in the summers when we go inviting for 5-Day Clubs because they are 
left on their own . . . and children during the school year (pre-coronavirus) whose parents sign 
them up for After School Good News Clubs so they stay occupied for an extra hour away from 
home. This is not representative of all families we interact with in a typical year, but I suspect 
it is true of more than a few. 

However, what happened to Edward Mote, that he went from a boy playing in the streets to a 
pastor writing a hymn that resounds with solid doctrine? The cabinetmaker, for whom he  
apprenticed as a teenager, took him to church. As a result, Mote heard the Gospel and received 
Jesus as his Saviour from sin. Later, he became a pastor and served for more than twenty 
years. He penned “The Solid Rock” in 1834. 

“My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand, 

All other ground is sinking sand.” 

God used the invitation of a cabinetmaker to draw a young man to Himself and change his life 
for eternity. How might God use each of us to make an eternal difference in the life of one 
child in the year 2021? 

 
Special Project 

The main parking lot at the ministry office has served us well for nearly 
40 years, but it is now in need of total replacement. We are trusting 
the Lord to provide $25,800 for this Special Project by Spring 2021. 

1 car per parking space = $2,580 or 10% 

$0 
$25,800 

Standing on the Solid Rock, Anna 
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